ORDER OF WORSHIP
The Lord’s Day, August 2, 2026

Welcome and Announcements

*God Calls Us to Worship Him: Responsive Reading of Zephaniah 3:14-17
Pastor: Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
Daughter Jerusalem!
Congregation: The Lord has taken away your punishment, he has turned back your enemy.
The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm.
Pastor: On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang limp.
All: The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you;
in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.”

* We Sing in Response: #310 Red Hymnal “Rejoice, the Lord is King”
* We Seek God’s Presence in Prayer
We Read from God’s Law: Jeremiah 2:11-13

We Confess Our Sins Together: Father in heaven, we thank you for the freedom you have given
us through the life, death and resurrection of your Son. But we confess today that we often live like
slaves. Instead of living like you delight in us, we avoid you in shame and guilt. Instead of receiving
your favor as a gift, we try to earn it with our efforts. Instead of accepting your freedom, we prefer
our chains. Instead of pursuing your purposes, we cling to our agendas. Forgive us. Embrace us.
Cleanse us. Heal us. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

We Pray Silent Prayers of Confession
God Assures Us We Are Forgiven: Jeremiah 31:33-34
* We Sing In Response to God’s Forgiveness: Handout “Only a Holy God”

* We Confess Our Faith Together: There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and
death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the right-
eous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but accord-
ing to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh,
but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. For to set the
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set
on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in
the flesh cannot please God. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if
Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. — Romans 8:1-11
(English Standard Version)



Introduction of New Members: Chris and Stephanie Moeser

We Read From God’s Word: Matthew 13:24-52

We Pray For The Congregation and Community

We Memorize God’s Word: Romans 8:33-34 Who shall bring any charge against God's
elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more
than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.
We Present Our Tithes & Offerings In Worship

We Worship Through the Music of Offertory

* We Sing the Doxology: #731 Red Hymnal “Doxology”

* We Give Thanks to the Lord

* We Sing In Preparation for the Word: #368 Black Hymnal “Speak, O Lord”

Pastor Reads the Sermon Text: Mark 4:21-34

Pastor Preaches God’s Word: ‘With Many Such Parables’ — Pastor Wes James

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper

* We Sing In Response to the Word: #419 Black Hymnal “Hear the Call of the
Kingdom”

* The Lord Sends Us Out (Benediction)



Sermon Outline
Mark 4:21-34
“With Many Such Parables”
08-02-26

Proposition: Jesus speaks with many ‘parables’ to illustrate the
means by which we grow in our faith and function to spread and
build the Kingdom of God on earth.

Main Point One: The Lamp

Sub Point One: What is it?

Sub Point Two: The Lamp’s Function

Sub Point Three: The Measure

Main Point Two: The Seed

Sub Point One: The Kingdom of God is like......

Sub Point Two: The Kingdom’s Growth

Sub Point Three: The Harvest

Main Point Three: The Mustard Seed

Sub Point One: The Smallest of all Seeds

Sub Point Two: Its Significance

Sub Point Three: Its Impact

Sub Point Four: Jesus’ Explanation



