ORDER OF WORSHIP

Welcome and Announcements

*God Calls Us to Worship Him: Responsive Reading of Ephesians 1:3-6

Pastor: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Congregation: who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
Pastor: even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world,

Congregation: that we should be holy and blameless before him.

Pastor: In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according
to the purpose of his will,

All: to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.

* We Sing in Response: #Red Hymnal #296 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
* We Seek God’s Presence in Prayer

We Confess Our Sins Together: Gracious God, we confess that we have longed too much for the
comforts of this world. We have loved the gifts more than the giver. In your mercy, help us to see that
all the things we pine for are shadows, but you are substance; that they are quicksand, but you are
mountain; that they are shifting, but you are anchor. We plead your forgiveness on the merits of Je-
sus Christ. Accept his worthiness for our unworthiness, his sinlessness for our transgressions, his
fullness for our emptiness, his glory for our shame, his righteousness for our dead works, his death
for our life. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

We Pray Silent Prayers of Confession
God Assures Us We Are Forgiven: Ephesians 1:7
* We Sing In Response to God’s Forgiveness: Handout “Yet Not I but Through Christ in Me”

* We Confess Our Faith Together: Heidelberg Catechism Lord’s Day #1
Pastor: Believer, what is your only comfort in life and death?

Congregation: That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and in death, to
my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with His precious blood and has set
me free from all the power of the devil. He also preserves me in such a way that without the will of
my heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all things must work together for my
salvation. Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also assures me of eternal life and makes me heartily will-
ing and ready from now on to live for Him.



We Read From God’s Word: Ephesians 6:10-20

We Pray For The Congregation and Community

We Memorize God’s Word: Romans 8:20-21 For the creation was subjected to

futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation

itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God.

We Present Our Tithes & Offerings In Worship

We Worship Through the Music of Offertory: “O Worship the Lord” arranged by Lloyd
Larson, sung by the Vocal Ensemble.

* We Sing the Doxology: #731 Red Hymnal “Doxology”
* We Give Thanks to the Lord
* We Sing In Preparation for the Word: ##368 Black Hymnal “Speak, O Lord”

Children ages 4 through kindergarten dismissed to Children's Worship. The children will be
reunited with their parents at the time of the Lord's Supper.

Pastor Reads the Sermon Text: Acts 21:27-36

Pastor Preaches God’s Word: “Paul’s Chains in Jerusalem” - Pastor Wes James
We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper

* We Sing In Response to the Word: #389 Black Hymnal “All I Have is Christ”

* The Lord Sends Us Out (Benediction)



Sermon Outline
Acts 21:27-36
“Paul’s Chains in Jerusalem”

Proposition: God grants us strength in the face of suffering and death to bear wit-
ness to the truth with humility, peace, and courage that comes from Him.
Main Point One: The Jews’ Accusations

Sub Point One: Jews from “Asia”

Sub Point Two: False Accusations

Sub Point Three: Trophimus the Ephesian

Sub Point Four: Jerusalem... “All Stirred Up”

Main Point Two: Jerusalem’s Confusion
Sub Point One: Seizing Paul
Sub Point Two: Word to the Tribune

Sub Point Three: Mob Violence

Main Point Three: The Tribune’s Arrest
Sub Point One: Bound Paul with Chains

Sub Point Two: Inquiry of Paul

Sub Point Three: The People’s Shouts



